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Our heroes include Sultan Kudarat of the Maguindanao 
people in the time of Spanish colonization, Datu Mangulay-
on of the TagaKaolo who fought against the American colo-
nialists, Datu Tomas Ito of the Bagobo tribe who defended 
Apo Sandawa, Kitari Capion who waged wars against min-
ing giant Xstrata-SMI, Datu Guibang Apoga who stood up 
against tree plantations in their boundaries, and Bai Bib-
yaon Ligkayan Bigkay, woman leader of the Manobo.

We ask you to share this book as 
a gift to a Lumad child. 

Matanem Monico Cayog
Chairperson
KALUMARAN
Strength of Indigenous 
Peoples in Mindanao

Dear Friend,

In the mountains of Mind-
anao, Philippines, thousands 
of indigenous children walk 
through kilometers of moun-
tain roads to go to school. They 
bear the scorching heat, cross 
swollen rivers, and traverse 
landslides if only to learn how 
to read, write, and count. 

Birang Stories of Lumad Heroes is a home-grown 
effort to understand the history and situation of 
indigenous peoples of Mindanao.



Impit looked up to the night sky and saw the slightest 
moonbeam. His wife Daniyan nodded with a faint smile 
after giving birth to their first born.

“We will call him Birang after the new moon. Pray that he 
brings hope amid the darkness that our people are suffer-
ing,” Impit declared. 

The Bagobo people’s Birang is better known as Datu Tomas 
Ito…

“I am Birang!” 

“You are Thomas,” his teacher corrected him.

Datu Tomas Ito did not like his new name. For him, it is 
meaningless. It was later in his teen years that he made 
sense of it; that he is named after the ship Thomas which 
carried the first American soldiers doubling as teachers, the 
colonizers of the Bagobo people.

and the Legendary Kris

“Only a person with a pure heart, who fights for the down-
trodden, and serves his people, can wield this Kris with 
power,” grandfather Apo said.

“May I hold the Kris?” I pleaded to Apo. 

“No!” he retorted.

“Not because you are less deserving but because you are 
still a child and you might cut yourself. The time will come 
when you gain wisdom and truly understand our struggle 
as Moros. Who knows, you might be destined to once more 
wield the Kris of our liberation.” Apo gently put the Kris 
back to its sheath. 

Birang Sultan Kudarat



Every one danced. Men, 
women, young, and old. 
They swayed to the beat 
of the bangkakawan 
which reverberated 
throughout the tribe, 
mark of the indivis-
ible unity of the Manobo 
people.

Bangkakawan- celebratory 
ritual performed with the 
collective rhythmic beating 
of a log used as a drum

Saluray- traditional acous-
tic instrument

Half the Sky

Wild applause as the bangkakawan echoed through the 
mountains.

To the rhythm of the bangkakawan, Bai Bibiyaon--- the 
tribe’s beloved and esteemed woman chieftain--- played the 
saluray as she danced. Someone grabbed a spear to dance 
as well and others followed, the floor turning into a bat-
tleground. The rhythm of war has been sounded, readying 
the people should the mega dam be forced upon them in 
Salungpungan. 

“Should we go on studying, Apo? This has been your re-
minder so that we don’t get cheated. And so that our lands 
are not grabbed from us,” Manggub asked to be clarified. 
He looked at his spider which he kept inside a rolled ba-
nana leaf.

“That is right. Know how to write, read, and count. And 
learn...”

“You think Apo, it will take long to  settle the duway of Datu 
Lilu? Will it last until the full moon?” Asked Manggub.

“No, that should be settled soon. Datu Lilu and his wife are 
almost convinced not to duway. They see that it is more im-
portant to pursue the lusung and komunal,” his grandfather 
replied.

A brief silence followed. His grandfather sighed deeply and 
went on to narrate. “We have traditions that need to 
be straightened, especially those that threaten 
our unity and stunt our growth. On the
other hand we have traditions that need to 
persevere like our fighting will and our 
love for the earth.”

Duway – the practice of having multiple wives 
Lusung- mutual aid groups 
Komunal- collective farms

GuibangBibiyaon



“As long as I live, I will defend 
the tribe. I shall not back down if 
they rob us of the land which has 
long been our dwelling and our 
life.” This was Kitari’s pledge as he 
was initiated into the Pulang Pan-
gayaw.

“Why is our Pangayaw red?” Ki-
tari asked his  elder brother Da-
guil.

“Pulang Pangayaw--- it means our 
fight against the vicious mining 
company that encroaches on our 
ancestral lands. Red as the blood 
that shall be offered for the de-
fense of our tribe,” replied Daguil 
as he gazed the vast horizon over 
Bong Mal.

Red Pangayaw- a traditional war redi-
rected to intruders rather than remain 
as inter-tribal strife

 
and the Mysterious Dance of the Lavi

The village teemed with music from the edel and sahay. 
The earth shook with moving feet. The hands swayed and 
portrayed symbols whose meanings are known only to the 
dancers. This is the Dance of the Lavi of the Kaolo peo-
ple, their dance of unity and resistance to the American 
colonizers at the turn of the 20th century. The dance was a 
warning for communities to be ready for battle.

An American general vowed to kill Datu Mangulayon, 
leader of the Kaolo. The general was fearful of the Lavi and 
he felt its subversive meaning. He was General Bolton,
the head of the American military 
government of Davao.

Mangulayon

Kitari

General Bolton instead 
was killed in the battle of 
Malalag, south of Davao 
where the Kaolo showed 
their courage and deter-
mination. Datu Mangu-
layon was the victor and 
showed that only through 
people’s unity shall they 
overcome the invaders.

Edel and sahay- traditional 
percussion instruments



Give this Book to a
Lumad Child

We need your help so that this book is read by 
thousands of Lumad children.

PLEDGE TO DONATE A BOOK FOR

☐   1 child             PhP 210            NZ$  6.5
☐   1 classroom      PhP 4,200         NZ$ 130 
☐   1 grade level     PhP 42,000       NZ$ 1,310
☐   1 school            PhP 105,000     NZ$ 3,280
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For inquiries/pledges:

KALUMARAN
Rm 208, Kalinaw 
Center,
Francisco Ave., Juna 
Subd., Matina 8000 
Davao City,
Philippines
kalumaran.culture@
gmail.com

For checks/donations: 

KALUMARAN, Inc.
Acct # 2143-1633-02
0214 Davao MacArthur
(Express) Branch
Bank of the Philippine
Islands
Davao City, Philippines
Swift code BOPIPHMM


